THE SOCIETY OF JESUS 7 YEAR PLAN - SUMMARY

The Society of Jesus (Jesuits) is an order of priests and brothers and the largest male religious order in the Catholic Church, around 19,000.  Jesuits are engaged in many different ministries throughout the world, working in 112 nations on 6 continents.  They are well known for their work in education (schools, universities, theological colleges and seminaries) and for their missionary work, social justice activities and their involvement with human rights.

Jesuit spirituality is based on the teaching of their founder, Ignatius of Loyola, one of  whose central teachings is that God is to be found in all things. This finds its expression in a process of prayer and reflection known as the “Spiritual Exercises” in which an individual seeks to respond generously to the call of the Lord to serve God and God’s people amidst the challenges of the contemporary world. These Exercises always lead to action.

The following suggestions to Jesuits around the world, although formulated as commitments, are merely meant to encourage and inspire but are by no means binding in any way. Regions, provinces, institutions, communities and individual members of the order are asked to find their own way of implementing their choice of commitments creatively.

Commitments

1. Faith Consistent use of Assets  

We will run our retreat centres in an ecologically sensitive way, sourcing food as much as possible from local, organic, fair trade sources and making sure that the buildings are audited according to local eco-standards.  This will benefit nature as well as the retreatants who are often keen to experience God in nature while on retreat.

2. Education and Young People

We will seek to inspire the next generation to commit themselves to protect the environment.  We shall do this not only through our teachings and research but also by making our university, school buildings and grounds environmentally friendly.

3. Pastoral Care

We will set up a commission of Jesuits, religious and lay collaborators to write on the topic of Ignatian spirituality and the environment, using the Spiritual Exercises in particular.  We will encourage all those in theology and spirituality to reflect and write on how Ignatian spirituality/theology takes creation seriously (finding God in all things).

We will promote and give priority to days of prayer and/or liturgies around the themes of Sustainability and Ecology for both Jesuit communities and apostolates.

We will encourage the giving of Eco-retreats as part of all our retreat centres.

4. Lifestyles

We will carry out energy audits and Environmental Impact Statements to assess the ecological footprint of our community, our work and our province.  This will lead to our adopting ways of conserving resources and of introducing renewable energy practices.  We will first comply with local mandated civil sustainability practices and then go beyond them in a voluntary way.

Air travel makes a significant contribution to global climate change; we will factor this into our planning and promote alternative ways of communication.

Our social centres and NGOs will be the first to commit publicly to recycle all their paper, reduce their carbon footprint, derive 35% of their energy from renewable resources, offset their air travel by planting trees and replace their fleet of cars with energy efficient ones, within a given time-frame.

5. Media and Advocacy

We will publicise and show our appreciation of what is being done by Jesuits, both in our immediate areas of influence and beyond.  We shall start by making public part 1 of this document.  We will monitor regularly what is being done in this area in our educational centres, our research institutes as well as in our pastoral and social works.

6. Partnerships and creating an environment department

We will do all we can to establish structures within the Society at the Curia and at regional and local levels to act on our concern for the environment, under the guidance of the Task Force being established by Father General.

We will use our extensive network of parishes, schools, JRS, JVC etc to piggyback on existing projects and institutions already involved in promoting environmental sustainability.  We will publish examples of “best practice” and details of where further advice and assistance can be obtained.

We will designate a certain percentage of the grants made by the Curia (“FACSI”) in any one year for projects related to “healing the and” or to the setting up locally or regionally of a specifically designated environmental fund.

7. Academic Research

Continuing in the learned tradition of Jesuits like Teilhard de Chardin, we will encourage special studies, particularly among Jesuits, in environmental science and related fields such as environmental law, environmental economics, population studies, environmental anthropology, etc.

8. Celebration

We will announce this “Seven Year Plan” for the Society of Jesus in November 2009 at a special mass at the Gesù Church in Rome and in Jesuit Parishes around the world. 

Possible candidates for Jesuit environmental celebrations could be the anniversaries of two people who were closely involved, in different ways, with the environment: Pierre Teilhard de Chardin SJ,  who died on 10 April 1955 in New York City, and George Kamel SJ, who died on 2 May 1706.

Statement of the Jesuit Superior responsible for the work of the 

Society of Jesus in the Region of Amazonia  

Windsor, 2 November 2009

The Amazon River Region is not an empty natural space. Its inhabitants have been there for more than 10 thousand years, long before the Anglo-Saxons came to this land of Britain. The first claim “Amazonia” makes on this forum,  and would like to make on the world's population as a whole,  is not to yield to the temptation of looking at this region as some immense “reservoir” of water, wood, land, natural resources, mining, grass, exotic animals, but to understand that the Amazon region has its owners, people with their traditions and their histories, their cultures and their dreams, and to accept that they should be respected and must be supported in their fight against national and international covetousness and greed.

Through the centuries, the Amazonian people have been the faithful guardians of a God-given garden of quite extraordianary richness. The way in which they deal with that enormous diversity of life teaches us today how best to care for the planet as a sacred land for all creatures. At the core of their ways of living are the virtues of austerity and temperance, the measured use of resources, virtues which the modern world dismisses and undervalues. For the Amazonian people the Creator is present everywhere in creation; and the participation of life of all kinds in this creation implies the Creator’s mindful care for each creature.

The blind attitude of many individuals, groups, organizations, institutions and nations, motivated by the evil spirit of self interest, frequently disguised with the discourse of 'development' and even 'sustainability', expresses itself every day. It expresses itself not only in deforestation, in the contamination of water sources and rivers, in desertification, in the depredation of natural resources, in the irrational exploitation of timber, mining and fishing; but also in the concentration of land ownership in the hands of a few, in public corruption and in the abuse of authority; in unimaginable violence against Amerindian and peasant communities, in the displacement of rural inhabitants, in inhuman conditions of living in cities, in the trafficking of children and young women, in the growth of the sex tourism business, and also in the absence of democracy, of popular participation in decison making. Starvation, exclusion and marginalization; human internal displacement; unemployment, the lack of opportunities for education and social mobility; an insufficiency of basic public services, these are all consequences of this socio-ecological mess. 
Creation arose from chaos; here, it seems, that 'chaos' has made a come-back. The Garden of Eden is being systematically destroyed: clean water is a luxury product (and we living on the banks of the biggest river in the world), land is the privilege of a rich minority (in a space as big as three and a half  millions of square kilometers), healthy, good food is a merchandise that not everyone can afford (62% of the amazon population continues to survive with less than 2 US dollars a day) and our animals and natural resources have become private patrimony. The whole dynamic reproduces the hate and violence that led Cain to kill his brother, the just man Abel. 

This socio-environmental devastation has its roots not only in the the lack of awareness and understanding of individual people, but in the cupidity of those who look on this land as an opportunity to imaximise their profit and increase their capital. What is happening in the Amazon River Region is truly proof that the kind of civilization which we have constructed is failing and urgently needs fundamental change, including a spritual transformation, if we are to save the planet. 

We are not trying to keep 'Amazonia' isolated from the world; she was born globalized: many cultures, many histories, many different nations; an unimaginable diversity of life as a manifestation of the incomparable generosity of the Creator. Please, help us to save this garden not because the air your children will breathe depends on the trees that grow here (which is another, refined argument from self-interest) but  because the creatures of the Amazon, and first of all the Amazonian people, have the right to live in freedom and peace. 

Thank you very much. 

ROBERTO JARAMILLO BERNAL, S.J. 

Amazon Jesuit's Regional Superior 
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